Force  is  assembling 
three  teams  of  at  least 


nr 


WORKING  THE  CHAINSAWS  -  John  Henry  (back.  left),  member  of  Briar 
Hill  Church,  Florence,  and  coordinator  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
ReliefTask  Force  chainsaw  teams  in  Oklahoma,  meets  with  Mississippi  Baptist 
disaster  relief  workers  from  Covington-Jeff  Davis  Association  and  some  of 
the  Oklahoma  storm  victims  they  were  assisting  with  heavy  debris  cleanup. 
(Photo  courtesy  of  David  Baldwin) 


ot  tne  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Disaster  Relief  Task 
Force,  reported  that  one 
team  of  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  volunteers  remains 
in  the  Shawnee,  Ok.,  area 
—  a  chainsaw  and  heavy  debris 
removal  team  from  Covington 

Je£f  Davis  Associa  _ 

Didlake  estimated  tbat  about  so 
"  -issippi  Baptists  have  cycled 
igh  the  (  Oklahoma  disaster 
inse  since  severe  weath-  - 
>awned  powerful  torna¬ 
does  in  the  Shawnee  area  on 
May  19  and  the  Moore  area 
on  May  20.  “The  last  Missis¬ 
sippi  team  will  work  through 
June  7,’  he  said. 

Mississippi  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  in  Oklahoma  were 
assigned  two  tasks.  Donna 
S warts,  a  member  of  Good- 
water  Church,  Magee,  headed 
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Task  Force  volunteers  remove  heavy 
debris  from  th  mill 

massive  tornac 
Shawnee,  0 

(Photo courtesy  «,>  ^o».u  uaumu 
(FAR  RIGHT)  WHY  THEY  DO  IT 
-A  cross  carved  from  the  trunk  of  a 
heavily-damaged  tree  outside  Shaw¬ 
nee,  Ok.,  symbolically  marks  the  area 
where  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  volunteers  have 
been  working  to  help  storm  victims. 

(Photo  by  David  Baldwin) 


Calvinism  Advisory  Committee  releases  report 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  honored  to  present  Southern 
reports)  —  A  19-member  ad-  Baptiste  with  a  consensus 
visory  committee  on  Calvin-  statement  driven  by  the  things 
ism  that  included  a  - - - we  hold  10  dear:  the 


Mississippi  pastor 
has  issued  its  report 
to  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC) 

Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  President  Frank 
Page,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  tension  and  dis¬ 
agreement  within 
tne  denomination 
on  the  issue  while 
urging  Southern  HANKINS 
Baptists  to  ‘grant 
one  another  liberty'  and  I 
“stand  together"  for  tne  Great  I 
Commission.  I 

Eric  Hankins,  senior  pas-  t 
tor  of  First  Church,  Oxford, 
and  a  member  of  the  commit-  ! 
tee,  said,  ‘  I  am  excited  and 


Word,  the  Spirit, 
mission,  coopera¬ 
tion,  and  freedom.  1 
believe  it  effectively 
articulates  and  mod¬ 
els  the  way  forward, 
taking  seriously  both 
our  theological  unity 
and  diversity  as  a 
truly  positive  com¬ 
ponent  of  our  'one 
1  sacred  effort.” 

-We  can  talk 
like  brothers  and  siaters  in 
Christ,  and  w«^£aa  work  ur- 


have  just  this  kind  of  conver¬ 
sation  together,  and  we  invite 


all  Southern  Baptiste  to  join 
together  in  this  worthy  spirit 
of  conversation.  But  let  us 
not  neglect  the  task  we  are  as¬ 
signed.  The  world  desperately 
needs  to  hear  the  promise  of 
the  Gospel.' 

The  advisory  team  —  not  an 
official  committee  of  the  con¬ 
vention  —  was  assembled  by 
Page  in  August  2012  to  advise 
him  on  developing  “a  strat¬ 
egy  whereby  people  of  various 
theological  persuasions  can 
purposely  work  together  in 
missions  and  evangelism.* 

The  committee  was  com¬ 
posed  of  Calvinists  and  non- 
Calvinists  from  different 
walks  of  life  in  the  conven¬ 
tion.  The  report  lists  areas 
of  theological  agreement  and 
acknowledges  differences 
between  the  two  camps,  say¬ 


ing  “we  do  indeed  have  some 
challenging  but  not  insur¬ 
mountable  points  of  tension.* 
The  committee  says  its  goal 
was  to  ‘speak  truthfully,  hon¬ 
estly,  ana  respectfully  about 
the  issue,  and  that  disagree¬ 
ments  over  Calvinism  should 
not  ‘threaten  our  Great  Com¬ 
mission  cooperation.* 

“We  affirm  that  Southern 
Baptists  stand  together  in  a 
commitment  to  cooperate  in 
Great  Commission  ministries,' 
the  report  says.  “We  affirm 
that,  from  the  very  beginning 
of  our  denominational  life. 
Calvinists  and  non-Calvinists 
have  cooperated  together.  We 
affirm  that  these  differences 
should  not  threaten  our  eager 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Prayers  for  VBS 


V^/opening  their  doors  to  their  commu¬ 
nities  arid  inviting  thousands  of  unchurched 
families  —  spiritual  orphan*  —  to  experi- 
moethe  Gomel  throuSi  the  time-tested 
S^oT^onfible  School  (VBS). 

Churches  will  collectively  enroll  three 
million  kids,  students,  and  adults  during 

this  short  time,  for  an  average  of  120  people 
per  church.  This  is  an  amazing  number 
In  itself,  but  a  closer  look  at  die  statistics 
reveals  even  more  exciting  news  that  should 
call  each  of  us  to  prayer  eveiy  time  we  see  a 
sum  or  banner  announcing  a  V  BS. 


Guest  opinion 

with  Jerry  Wooley 


Nothing  to  do  with  fireworks 


attending  VBS  this  summer  will  be  un- 

SaSKSSESlSSSRg-  j*j 

puts  his  grandmother's  church  name  on  d*  “now 
reRistra  ton  card  but  in  reality  doesnt  attend  *““6 

eSS*  for  Mother’s  Day,  nor  does  300,000  “dr 
t3lfc  complete  story  of  the  actual  number  aauIts 
repraented  by  these  unchurched  kids. 

Think  about  it  for  a  moment  Most  of 
thrae  300^)00  individuals  are  kids.  To  this 
number  we  must  add  parents,  younger  and 
older  siblings,  ind  possibly  a  grandrarent 
or  two  who  also  lives  in  the  home.  When 
everyone  is  factored  in,  we  estimate  that 

1,050,000  unchurched  individuals  will  be 


Are  you  ready  for  “Bang  with  relationships  shoi 

Friends?”  No,  we  re  not  well-known  New 
talking  here  about  sharing  a  chologist  and  tele 
July  4  fireworks  celebration  with  ality  Jeff  Gaxdere 
close  acquaintances.  Not  at  all.  FoxNews  article. 

FoxNews  reports  three  en-  some  of  the  thing 

terprising  college  students  have  lead  to  sex,  like  ei 
rolled  out  a  new  web  site  featuring  physical  connect!) 
a  software  interface  that  allows  I  fear  this  couli 

users  to  select  the  Facebook  addictions  and  m 

friends  with  whom  they  would  of  what  sex  and  s< 

like  to  have  sex.  “If  the  feeling  in  young  people  il 

is  mutual,”  FoxNews  says,  “both  have  the  proper  11 
parties  receive  an  email  message  their  lives.” 
to  establish  a  rendezvous.  The  Shanae  Hall,  a 

website  also  features  a  ‘bangabil-  based  author  and 
ity’  score,  which  measures  your  expert,  tells  FoxNi 
trending  sexiness  based  on  the  dest  part  about  th 
number  of  people  who  view  and  websites  is  that  it 
click  on  you.”  sage  to  our  young 

The  article  does  not  identify  the  okay  to  give  yours 
college  students  nor  the  school  to  someone  that  a 
they  attend.  J 

Accordini 


connections.  Ask  God  to  rive  VBS  leaders 
a  vision  for  intentional  follow-up  that  goes 
beyond  a  “thanks  for  attending  postcard. 

Thank  God  for  the  14150,000  unchurched 
individuals.  Ask  God  to  zrve  conpegations 
five  ability  to  see  the  undfiurched  families 
_ _  participating  in  VBS  as  a  precious  gift  that 

a  VBS  must  be  cherished  and  cared  for  not  only 
>  during  the  week  of  VBS  but  every  day  and 

week  afterwards.  Thank  God  for  80,000 
iUof  professions  of  faithjh^wiDbem^e  during 

Wain,  these  new  believers  well,  that  they  in  turn 
to  will  be  used  by  God  to  transform  the  world, 

weeks  Thank  God  for  2,200  individuals  who  will 
forthe  pubhcally  accept  a  call  to  vocational  ministry 

d  to  the  as  a  result  of  participating  in  VBS.  Thank 

essjon  of  Him  for  millions  of  people  around  the  wotVl 
the  thou-  who  wffl  be  impacted  by  dw  lives  and  muns- 
profes-  tries  of  these  individuals  giving  themselves 

contacts  to  full-time  service. 

BS.  VBS  doesn't  just  happen.  It  require 

nga  enormous  work  and  resources,  but  most  ot 
I  for  the  all  it  requires  enormous  prayer.  The  results 


_ ig  to  the  FoxNews 

report,  Bang  With  Friends  has 

onjy  been  around  for  four  months 
but  already  counta  more  than 
900,000  members.  The  web 
site  claims  to  have  facilitated 
over  200,000  sexual  connec¬ 
tions.  About  70%  of  members  are 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  35, 
FoxNews  says. 

The  casual  manner  in  which 
the  Bang  with  Friends  web  site 
describes  its  true  purpose  as 
reflected  in  the  site's  suggestive 
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Survey:  natural  disasters  bring  people  closer  to  God 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  When  natural  di-  es."  Thirty-one  percent 
sasters  occur,  most  Americans  take  in-  don't  know.  Nearly  tvn 
creased  interest  in  God  and  donate  to  re-  dents  living  in  the  So 
lief  agencies  —  and  they  trust  faith-based  compared  with  just  ove 
agencies  more  than  their  secular  coun-  (54%)  and  Northeast  (5 
terparts.  A  third  also  believe  prayer  can  Women,  people  with 
avert  natural  disasters.  and  those  who  attend 

Those  are  among  the  findings  of  a  Life-  once  a  week  are  also  lik 
Way  Research  survey  londucted  days  terested  in  God  during  i 
after  an  historic  EF5  tornado  devastated  Despite  their  incrc 
parts  of  Oklahoma  May  20,  killing  two  God  following  disasters 
dozen  people  and  causing  billions  of  dol-  doubt  prayer  can  avert 
lars  In  damages.  Fifty-one  percent  disaf 

According  to  the  study,  commissioned  can  avert  natural  disas 


I  am  confused 
about  God 


bv  LifeWay’s  Bible  Studies  for  life  curric-  (32%)  strongly  disagreeing.  Still,  34%  be- 
ulum,  a  third  of  Americans  increase  their  lieve  prayer  can  avert  natural  dusters, 
trust  in  God  during  times  of  suffering.  In  Americans  in  the  South  (40%)  are  more 
response  to  the  question,  ‘How  do  you  likely  to  believe  than  those  in  the  North- 
feel  about  God  when  suffering  occurs  mat  east  (26%)  and  West  (28%). 
appears  unfair?"  the  roost  common  re-  Thirty  percent  of  Americans  post  on 
sponse  is,  I  trust  God  more  (33%).  Other  social  media  that  they  are  praying  for  spe- 
responses  include:  dfic  people  or  things.  Sixty-seven  percent 

■  I  am  confused  about  God  (25%)  do  not  post  topics  of  prayer  on  social  me- 

■  I  don’t  think  about  God  in  these  situ-  dia  and  three  percent  don’t  know, 

ations.  (16%)  Among  those  who  do  post  prayers  on 

■  1  wonder  if  God  cares.  (11%)  social  media,  most  take  a  moment  to  ac- 

■  I  doubt  God  exists  (seven  percent)  tually  pray  rather  than  consider  the  post 

■  I  am  angry  toward  God.  (five  per-  a  form  of  prayer.  When  asked  to  complete 

cent)  the  statement ‘If  I  post  a  prayer  on  social 

■  I  am  resentful  toward  God  (three  media  ...,’23%  say  they  always  take  a  mo- 

percent).  ment  to  actually  pray  and  10%  consider 

“Disasters,  particularly  natural  disas-  posting  the  update  to  be  a  form  of  prayer, 
ters,  perplex  all  of  us,"  said  Ed  Stetzer,  Sixty-four  percent  complete  the  state- 
president  of  LifeWay  Research.  “While  ment  by  saying  they  don't  post  prayers, 
some  call  them  acts  of  God,’  others  ques-  When  a  natural  disaster  occurs,  Ameri- 

tion  why  a  good  and  loving  God  would  do  cans  trust  faith-based  groups  to  he  more 
such  a  thing.  The  fact  is,  God  does  not  give  responsible  than  secular  groups  with  their 


I  don’t  think  about  God 
in  these  situations 


16% 


15% 


I  doubt  God  exists 


I  am  angry  toward  God 


charities,  while  those  in  the  Northeast  and 
Americans  ages  45-64  are  not  as  likely. 

Almost  60%  of  Americans  donate  to 
relief  agencies  in  the  wake  of  natural  di¬ 
sasters.  Thirty  percent  donate  to  both 
faith-based  and  secular  relief  agencies, 
15%  donate  to  faith-based  relief  agencies 
only,  and  12%  donate  to  secular  relief 
agencies  only.  A  third  of  Americans  (32%) 
don't  donate  to  any  relief  agencies. 


LifeWayResaarch.com 


Records  tallied  in  poll  on  homosexuality  acceptance  in  U.S 


jner.’  make  that  pronouncement." 

true  spiri-  The  homosexual  might  not 
lot  see  this  choose  his  temptations,  but 
Stith  told  he  does  choose  whether  to  act 
encing  the  on  them,  Stith  said.  “We  are 

_  by  nature  children  of  wrath.  It 

»le  No'  scientifically  accepted  should  not  surprise  us  that  not 
is  study  has  found  a  strictly  genetic  only  are  we  predisposed  to  sin, 
cause  for  homosexuality,  Stith  we  can  be  predisposed  to  spe- 
said.  but  he  added  that  even  if  cific  sins.  Various  studies  have 
trend  be-  science  does  find  such  a  genetic  shown  a  predisposition  to  obe- 
gan  and  a  plurality  of  Ameri-  link  Scripture’s  teachings  on  ho-  sity,  anger,  and  even  alcohol- 
cans  (42X)  said  it  was  due  to  moaexuality  will  remain  true.  ism,  but  it  is  important  to  know 
upbringing/environment  and  Stith  believes  homosexuality  that  predisposition  does  not 
35%  said  it  was  something  with  is  a  product  of  “nature  and  nur-  equate  to  predetermination, 
which  people  are  bom.  ture,  and  that  it’s  a  sin  that  can  “While  I  do  not  believe  a  strict - 

Bob  Stith,  former  Southern  be  overcome  through  Christ  ly  genetic  causation  will  be  found. 

Baptist  national  strategist  for  "I  still  hear  Christians  —  in-  it  should  not  change  our  under- 
gender  issues,  said  much  of  eluding  leaders  —  confidently  standing  of  or  our  commitment 
the  growing  acceptance  of  ho-  state  ‘it’s  iust  a  choice,*"  Stith  to  Scripture,"  Stith  said.  “God  has 
mosexuality  can  be  blamed  on  said.  “Both  science  and  those  made  clear  His  view  of  the  issue, 
the  church's  failure  to  prepare  involved  in  ministry  to  same-  He  has  also  promised  freedom 
Christians  “to  understand  and  sex  strugglers  recognize  that  to  any  who  will  truly  seek  Him. 
communicate  God's  original  both  nature  and  nurture  are  Today,  thousands  of  men  and 
intent"  on  sexuality  ana  “to  involved.  Again,  we  do  great  women  walk  in  freedom  from  foe 
do  so  in  a  redemptive  and  harm  to  our  cause  when  we  |«nver  of  same-sex  attractions." 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A  re-  ahtVs  origins,  47%  say  “being  gay 
cord  number  of  Americans  be-  or  lesbian"  is  “something  a  per- 
lieve  homosexuality  is  morally  son  is  bom  with"  while  33%  say 
acceptable  and  is  something  it  is  “due  to  factors  such  3s  up- 

people  are  bom  with,  according  brin^ - “ — - — *  “-»*■ 

a  new  Gallup  poll.  num 

Fifty-nine  percent  of  VS.  Tl 

adults  say  gay  and  lesbian  re-  who - - , 

lations  are  morally  acceptable  present  at  birth  has  increased 
while  38%  say  they  are  mor-  or  remained  steady  since  2009, 
ally  wrong,  according  to  foe  when  the  upward  l.— ~  ’— 
poll  conducted  May  2-7  among 
1.53S  adults. 

The  59%  is  an  increase  from 
54%  last  year  and  49%  in  2009, 
when  the  upward  trend  began. 

The  trend  is  a  dramatic  rever¬ 
sal  from  2004,  a  year  in  which 
13  states  passed  constitutional 
amendments  defining  mar¬ 
riage  as  between  a  man  and  a 
woman.  That  year,  only  42% 
said  such  relation?  were  mor¬ 
ally  acceptable  and  54%  said 
they  were  morally  wrong. 

On  the  question  of  homoseru- 


"We  are  by  nature 
children  of  wrath.  It 
should  not  surprise  us 
that  not  only  are  we 
predisposed  to  sin.  we 
can  be  predisposed  to 
specific  sins.  Various 
studies  have  shown 
a  predisposition  to 
obesity,  anger,  and 
even  alcoholism,  but  it 
is  important  to  know 
that  predisposition 
does  not  equate  to 
predetermination.' 
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I  uicide  simply  refers  to  self-inflicted 

j 1 ~x  i:r.> _ .1 it 


not  find  any  answers  or  we  wen  i«jt  alert 
enough  to  provide  some  answers.  Sui¬ 
cide  is  one  of  the  leading  killers  among 
young  people,  and  it  has  become  more 
and  more  prominent  in  the  older  folks 
among  us.  But  there  is  actually  no  age  or 
stage  in  life  that  is  immune  and,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  there  is  no  intellectual 
or  economic  setting  in  which  it  does  not 
invade. 


ecr/p, 


Struggling  with  Suicide 


was  not  too  far  firm  the  church  where  I 
was  a  pastor  was  experiencing  multiple 
suicide  deaths  among  their  students.  It 
was  such  a  topic  of  conversation,  the 
grief  was  so  deep  and  the  questions  were 
so  many  that  I  felt  compelled  to  address 
the  subject.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  that  has 
come  on  the  scene  of  our  world  tor  there 
are  suicides  that  are  recorded  in  scrip¬ 
ture.  Not  the  least  of  whom  would  be 
Saul,  the  first  King  of  Israel,  and  Judas, 
one  of  thelord's  chosen  twelve. 

As  I  shared  with  our  local  congrega¬ 
tion  about  what  the  Bible  says  about 
suicide,  I  entitled  the  message.  Suicide  - 
the  Silent  Answer  to  Life,  because  there 
are  always  many  more  questions  than 
answers.  Sometimes  a  note  or  a  letter 
is  left  or  even  a  phone  call  made  before 
action  is  taken,  but  it  never  answers  all 
of  the  questions.  Sometimes  the  suicide 
takes  place  after  a  person  has  commit¬ 
ted  a  criminal  act.  After  being  chased 
and  trapped  in  that  moment  of  decision 
making  and  terror,  they  may  decide  that 
it  is  better  to  take  their  life  than  to  be 


take  1  by  the  authorities.  Often  people 
are  1  o  overwhelmed  by  some  event  in  life 
or  tl  ey  are  in  such  desperation  that  they 
cam  ot  see  any  answers,  any  solutions, 
any  way  out  and  so  their  answer  is  iust 
toe  ad  life.  1  have  known  people  who 
had  desperate  health  issues,  others  were 
ove  -whelmed  by  debt,  others  who  had 
experienced  rejection  of  love  and  some 
who  may  have  simply  wanted  to  get  at¬ 
tention  and  so  they  took  their  life. 

There  are  some  things  about 
sui  ride  that  are  untrue.  I  suppose 
the  biggest  among  them  is  that  some 
pet  pie  think  that  suicide  is  the  un¬ 
pardonable  sin.  This  view  comes  out 
of  some  churches  whose  theological 
perspective  is  based  more  on  their  own 
thinking  rather  than  the  Word  of  God. 
They  believe  that  if  someone  were  to  die 
in  the  act  of  taking  their  own  life  there  is 
no  way  that  the}-  can  get  forgiveness  and 
be  saved.  Nothing  is  further  from  the 
Biblical  truth  than  that  For  the  fact  is 
that  we  are  saved  only  through  a  rela- 
Oiristwhodi 


us.  When  you  trust  Him,  you  are  saved 
and  nothing  or  no  one  can  take  you  away 
from  Him. 

Suicide  is  the  ultimate  act  of  shorten¬ 
ing  a  life,  but  truthfully  all  of  us  may  be 
doing  things  that  would  shorten  our  lives 
but  not  quite  as  dramatically.  Someone 
who  smokes  a  cigarette  shortens  his  or 
her  life  by  several  minutes.  If  you  smoke 
a  pack  or  a  carton,  those  minutes  are 
adding  up.  But  while  you  may  never 
smoke  and  think  that  you  are  not  de¬ 
stroying  yourself,  you  may  not  take  care 
of  your  body  and  be  sedentary.  Your 
body  grows  weaker  and  weaker  because 
you  do  not  exercise.  Some  may  shorten 
their  life  with  peas,  combread  and  fried 
chicken.  Many  a  pastor  and  a  whole 
bunch  of  other  folks  in  our  churches  have 
enjoyed  that  self-inflicted  shortcut  of  life. 
But  since  it  is  not  as  dramatic,  we  do  not 
think  it  to  be  a  bad  thing.  The  problem  is 
that  it  can  shorten  our  lives  significantly 
and  we  pay  little  attention  to  it. 

Suicide  does  not  mean  that  you 
are  crazy.  Obviously,  most  people  who 


take  their  life  are  not  thinking  clearly 
and  for  sure  they  are  unable  to  come  up 
with  any  meaningful  options  or  other 
open  doors  for  life.  Sometimes  people 
turn  from  one  door  to  another  only  to 
find  that  every  door  is  locked,  the  win¬ 
dows  are  closed,  there  is  no  one  to  talk 
to  and  there  is  no  escape  route.  They 
are  not  crazy  people  so  much  as  they  are 
just  people  who  cannot  find  anywhere  to 
turn  ana  so  they  turn  to  an  answer  that 
ends  it  all.  Are  they  thinking  dearly? 
Obviously,  they  are  not  But  probably 
every  onaj d  us  has  several  times  each 
day  wheMurity  is  not  dominating  our 
thought  process. 

Another  thing  that  is  not  true 
is  that  somebody,  a  mom  or  dad, 
brother  or  sister,  teacher  or  friend 
let  them  down.  I  have  known  people 
who  were  living  in  a  circle  of  family  and 
friends  who  were  doing  everything  they 
possible  could.  They  were  going  not  only 
the  second  mile  but  the  third  and  fourth 
mile  in  an  effort  to  avoid  such  a  destruc 
five  and  sad  ending.  Try  as  we  might, 
love  as  we  will,  give  unending  encourage¬ 
ment  and  there  comes  a  point  at  which 
we  cannot  control,  shape  or  determine 
human  behavior. 

There  are  some  things  that  we  know 
without  question.  We  mow  that  if  some¬ 
one  knows  Jesus  however  they  leave  this 
life  they  are  with  Him.  We  know  that 
if  we  know  that  same  living  Lord  Jesus 
we  will  see  Him,  and  we  wul  live  with 
those  who  are  with  Him.  In  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  most  difficult  days  of  life,  it  is 
still  possible  to  lean  on  His  strong  arms 
for  help  and  say  to  our  caring  Chnst, 


for  help  and  say  to  our  caring  Chnst, 
"Thanks  be  to  God  that  givetn  us  the  vic¬ 
tory  through  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ." 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcbarg. 


Speakers  Tournament 


The  MISSISSIPPI 
BAPTIST  STATE 
SPEAKERS' 
TOURNAMENT  was 

held  April  27  on  the 
campus  of  William 
Carey  University. 


AT  LEFT:  (Topi 
Winners  of  the  At-Large 
Division:  Lakelyn  Taylor. 
First  Church,  Long 
Beach,  let  Place;  and 
Rachael  Reeves,  Mon- 
ticello  Church,  Monti- 
cello.  2nd  place. 
(Bottom)  Winners  and 
finalists  in  the  Bap¬ 
tist  College  Division. 
From  left,  Leah  Bowlin. 
Poplar  Springs  Church. 
Mendenhall,  finalist; 
Brenton  Breland.  Cen¬ 
tral  Church,  McNeil,  3rd 
place;  Molly  McCarty, 
Highland  Churdi,  Me¬ 
ridian,  4th  place;  Tony 
Daniel,  Union  Church, 
Brandon,  1st  place;  Joel 
Meek,  First  Church, 
Columbus,  finalist;  and 
Spencer  Rem  ley,  first 
Church.  Summit,  2nd 
place. 


Last  Minute  Sale! 

Alaska 


Plus... San  Francisco  & 
Amtrak  Coast  Starlight  Train  Tour 


1 3  Days 
$1449* 


Enjoy  your  seven  night  Alaska  cruise  on  the  R£L  Jewel  through  the 
scenic  Inside  Passage.  Visit  Ketchikan.  'The  Salmon  Capital  of  the 
World"  and  home  to  the  world's  largest  collection  of  Native  American 
totem  pofevJuneau.  the  capital  of  Alaska;  and  Sawyer  Glacier  that  1 
caves  constantly,  shedding  huge  chunks  of  ice  with  incredible  colors. 
Stop  in  Skagway,  where  the  Gold  Rush  began  and  onshore  enjoy 
a  stroll  on  the  weathered  boardwalks;  and  Vktorta,  BC.  Canada's 
Garden  City  on  Vancouver  Island 

Sightseeing  tours  in  Seattle  including  Pike's  Place  Market  ft  San 
Francisco  with  opportunities  to  see  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and 
Fisherman's  Wharf.  Plus  Napa  where  glu  wMI  visit  two  of  the  area’s 
premier  wineries. 

Scenic  Amtrak  Ceos*  Starlight  tram  trip  from  Seattle  to  San  Francisco. 
Relax  in  your  Amtrak  sleeper-roomette  at  night  (includes  VIP  lounge) 


For  reservations  &  details  call  7  days  a  week: 

1-800-736-7300 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light  and  what  you  hear  whispeffrain  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


June  6,  2013 


HouwTop*  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


GuideStone- 

Financial  Resources 

Do  well  Do  right •  COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 

Past  65???  Still  postering???  Your 
wife/family  needs  protection!  Enroll  in 
the  "Church  Retirement  Plan"  TODAY! 


Call  Robin  Nichols,  MBCB,  601-292-3226 


BUILDING  A, 

CHURCH  BUDGET 


M  r-  KIN<  .1  H  rrvt  »  * 

Action  1  Action  3 

Seek  Build 

Spiritual  Direction  Congregational  Acceptance 


Consult 

With  Church  Leaders 


Encourage 
Personal  Growth 


The  Budget  Bridge  I.  •  workbook  doeigood  to  guide  jroor  BouorUI  leedei 
through  a  simple  bet  comprehensive  process  of  annual  budget  planning. 


§01  292  1347,  1 -006744 -IASI,  or 


DON'T  MISS 


Sunday  School  and  Small  Group  Training 

Keynote  Speaker  and  Pastor/General  Conference  Leader: 

Allan  Taylor 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
July  13,  2013  •  8:30  -  noon 


Sponsored  by  i  he  Sunday  Slhcxh  Department  or  thl 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  information  clyiktalt  us  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  291, 


>1-292-3 


JULY  26.  2013  -  JACKSON  COLISEUM  -  6:30  P.M. 

mon  contact  thr  FvanapUm  Deoarirrent  of  the  Mlssissiooi  Baotist  Convention  Board  at  601-29; 


SCHOOL 

PRAYER 


SCHOOL  PRAYER  WALK 
Dates:  Sunday,  July  28,  2013 

Pray  for  our  Mississippi  students,  teachers,  administrators,  and 
school  boards.  Pray  that  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  will  fill  the  offices, 
classrooms,  halls  and  athletic  fields  of  our  Mississippi  schools.  Visit 
www.mbcb.ora/mission  strateav/wmu/orav.asDx  for  resources 
to  organize  a  School  Prayer  Walk  for  your  missions  group  or 

church. 

For  more  information  contact  the  WM4J  office  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Conventon  Board  at  601-292-3317 
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f on\f»  1  (  .ithy  f.jyli>r  for  more  information 
frill  1  800  /4H  1651.  ext  *05,  or 
601  J*}?  \  JOS 
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GROWIN  HURCHE^® 


Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  9  and  10, 2013 

Vj  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
— . 4675  Cliff  Gookin  Blvd 
,  4-  Tupelo,  MS  38801 


For  more  information  contact  the 
Ditcipieihip  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  at  601-292-3283 


ALL-STAR 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

_  —  Registration  Opens  6  p.m. 

TD  A I ^1 I Mi3p  Fridcjy 7 p-m- ■ 9 p-m- 

■  I  I  ■  Saturday  9  a.m.  -  noon 


August  23  &  24,  2013 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

Special  Guests: 

David  Francis,  LifeWay 

Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 
.  Contact  us  at  1-800-748-1651 
ext  291, 
or  601-292-3291,  or 
cday@mbcb.org. 


Sam  Rainer  111 
Josh  Hunt 
Cost  $25 


3  2013: 

>  £  C  0\(  I  R  I 

«•:  "I 'our” 


RCR 


State  Literacy  Missions 
Conference 


1  OCjL  THE-R  FOR  CHRIST 

September  24.  2013 
Broadmoor  Church.  Modi»on 

Sfpli'inbor  30.  2013 
Harrivborg  Church,  Tupwlo 


sjaraywa  \~uniy  unu  cum/ci cnc.c 

Center,  Clinton 


Wm attMHMttttMNi 


Pray  this  day  for... 

*  Let  everyday^  /^/  has  dead. 
Praise  the  Led!  0  7*so/m 


x  a  ream  tit  eight  Pray  tor  Earl’  and 

BC.  Madison,  Ramona  Hewitt  me- 

to  the  Mtodle  East,  aoranes  to  Sub-Saharan 

t-jj^r-ESL-  u'sK  mw^f^dxfle 


Pray  for  Raymond*  & 
Cynthia  Hodgins,  me- 

aonanes  ministering  to 


ft*  Don*  &  Prayftx  Oenita*  &  Prjy  far  Ftoyd*  &  Pray  tor  Susan*  & 

rry  Hulsey,  mission-  Tony*  Inmoa  mesion-  Sharon*  Johnston.  MWard  Jones,  mis- 

mmistenng  to  Euro-  anes  to  Amencan  Peoples  -nesionanes  to  /Vnerican  aonartes  to  East  Asian 


church 


cfmrtti  - 

hurttvrtorr*  {pireach 

•vangetsm 


GOING  TO  COLLEGE  THIS  FALL? 

BSU  is  on  more  ihon  30  computes  in  Mississippi,  and  you  are  invited  to  come 

and  join  the  fun  I  Grow  spiritually  and  serve  while  you  are  in  college  . . .  and  find 
great  friendsl  Every  8SU  has  o  welcome  event  at  the  beginning  of  school  in  the 
fall.  Find  out  more  about  BSU  where  you  are  going! 


8/16/07  ' 

Mr.  Hutchinson 

Adair 

Parents:  Jamas  & 
Mary  Margaret 
Sub-Saharan  Africa 

8/24/01 

Miss  Kayiee 
Hodgins 

Parents:  Ray  & 
Cindy 

Deaf  Peoples 


BUJt  MOUNTAIN  JONH  COUNTY  JC 

662-6854771 ,  et.l  37  6014770973 

tm.eai4biiii.edj  jqctau4ginail.com 

CO-UN  CC  M4MDUNCC 

601-643-2630  601-693-2674 

hrofamadooMMu.org  meridian  bad 

MUASTMI  befcouth.net 

662-843-2507  MC 

bsudsidbelioah.net  6019253238 

(AST  CMTRALCC  maddoidmc.edu 

601-6352481  mtriej—  nes-r*  n 

dukhum4holmoil.com  662-2465043 

EAST  MtSSISSMPI  CC  jep71444ool  .com 

601-7434524  MSU 

bemperfaoptisl0befcoi4h.net  6623235761 
OUT  COAST  CC  mb252da.msstale.edu 

228982-6029  MS  U  TOR  WOMEN 

mmiddlecampO  6623283295 

gmoil.com  beu4muw.edu 

WNDSCC  northeast  MS  CC 

601-8575312  662-7285409 

HmdsBSUOooi  .com  northeasSSUO 

HOLMES  CC  hoenoil  .com 

662472  2837  NORTHWEST  MS  CC 

bsuOhoimescc  edu  662562-6168 

ITAWAMBA  CC  bsujtwccObefcou*  net 

662-8623278  PEARL  RIVER  CC 

KxbsuOnentxmdcom  601-7958581 

prccbeidbefcouih.nel 


SOUTHWEST  MS  CC 

601-2762012 

imccbeidfaelioi4h.net 


601-2645160 
fcyd.lunceioiddMm.edu 
WRUAM  CAREY 

6013186161 

Hm.flinredsiiii.uiey.edu 


Parents:  S  &  M 
Last  Frontier 

Mated  BtrttMtoYK 

6/23/93 

Mr.  Jonathan 
Robertson 

Parents:  Steve  & 
Ruth 

West  Africa 


6/30/97 

Miss  Hannah 
Robertson 

Parents:  Steve  & 
Ruth 

West  Africa 


contact  the  Collegiate 
Ministry  Department  at 
601292-3299 


Encourage  an  MK  with  n  rnrHt _ 

POR  SECURITY ,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to:  MBCB 

tWMV  MK  Birthday.  PO  Box  530.  Jackson  MS  39305. 

PI-EASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMV. 

BAPTISTS  MSWMU  CardM  **  n°>  netd  poa,a°e  ,,amPt  tvhen  sent  as  a  package  to 

Pleaee  include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope. 
MK*  end  their  parents  may  wish  to  send  you  an  update  or  note  of 
appreciation. 


baptist  Student  Union  is  o  ministry  of  your  Cooperative  Program 


anes  rmrw 

rang  10  Euro 

peanftjpp 

tam  Portugal 
iuitr  planong. 

I  t  shingle  rootsscreen  4  unm  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  MS 
covers,  decks,  room  addiOons  lutchen  J ALanct  1982  CM  800405-2970 

hmgradet _  GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  Ut'  CABINS  cal 

RCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  lor  t  brochure  601-9404841 _ 

*£**•£•*  yp**1**^  O*",  STAINED  GLASS:  nw  widows  and 

,  phcng,  601-7704617. _  itpan  Hopper  Stainad  Glass  Jackson. 

X>W  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  WM-  601-502-0202 _ 

IS  AND  stom  windows  bt*  to  ft  your  GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Haatt 


i  Bl- VOCATIONAL  PASTOR.  Daad  BUCATUNNA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  locatod 
reams  a  6-30201 3  Sand  roaianaa  aouto  ol  Mandton  in  tia  Enstgy-SnM  oom- 
Unjvendy  Ctowtond,  MS  3S732  mundy  o I  Chit  County  ia  actively  aaatong 
E  UNITED  baptist  CHURCH,  God's  man  tot  dtepoMton  ot  a  B»-vocMonii 
FUR,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  8FVOCA*  Ybujh  MrretorPtoare  anwi  reams  to 
A.  PASTOR.  Pteaaaaand  raaumaa  to  »  ml  *>  BBCSmn» 

United  Baptnt  Church  P.  0.  Boa  2S .  Conandtoa,  P.O.  Boa  885.  Manor  MS  39342 
a.  MS  38327  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  MCLAIN, 

HOLLOW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MS  IS  CURRENTLY  SEEKING  A  PAS- 
EKING  A  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  TOR.  Raaumaa  may  ba  aant  to  FBC 


AND  THOUSANDS  LIKE  THEM  TODAY. 

Ml  Mission  Otforty  ministry  provides  critical  financial  assistaaca 


-Cias.S-IFIEPiSil_  -  |1CRIt>Tune  scRnmiue 


MS  POSITIONS 


FI  EW  SSEOFNC  URO  NISS  EH  SI 
FAUFLHTI  DAN  TSUJ  OT  IVEOFRG 
SU  URO  NSIS,  NAD  OT  F.CSNALE  SU 
MROF  LLA  SOUETRSSEUGINNH. 

SIRTF  HNJO  :  ENO  NNEI 

Have  fun  with  scrambled  words  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  Unscramble  each  word  to  discover  the  verse  or 
verses  from  the  King  James  Version.  For  an  extra  challenge, 
unscramble  the  passage  first  before  unscramb'ing  the  scrip¬ 
ture  reference. 


"Hearing  is  Believing" 

For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-644-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-400-844-5821 
or  go  onltnn  at  www.audtoaorvlcaa.org 

fcaaional  Sound  ,T///^ct  A 

5SZL  SERVICES 


Vacation 


School 

J-  Ebonazer  Church,  Lexington 

une  17  -  20, 5:30  -  8  p.m. 

>•  Toqmpuba  Church  and  Sal  am 
Church, Toomsuoa: June  16  -  20. 

>•  Bedews  Church.  Thaxton: 

June  10  - 14, 6:30  -8:30  p.m. 

>  Rocky  Mount  Church,  Cat- 

hounTJune  10  -  14, 8:30  -  11:30 
a.m. 

BjJptistRecord 


Kino  Constructors,  LLC 
I  General  Contractors 

We  bare  oner  30  year*  experience  in 
pie  engineered  metal  building* 
Design  build  with  stamped  architect 
drawings  available  in  house. 

Let  urn  build  your  sanctuary  or 
family  lift  center. 

Free  estimates  and  references 
available  upon 


Mission:  Dignity 

Aiming  OaSrad  Mauatafi  and  Spouses 


TOUR  GIFT  MEANS  RETIRED  MINISTERS  AND 
THEIR  WIDOWS  DON’T  HAVE  TO  CHOOSE. 


THEY  CALL  IT 

WE  CALL  IT  A  fMSStON. 


BUT  WE  CAN’T  DO  IT  WITHOUT  TOU. 


TUIT  US  AT  WWW.MBStONDIGNTrYSBC.OltG  TO  DONATE  ONLINE. 

Call  1-MB-SS-GIHOE  0-888-M4-8433I  tor  mora  information 
facabook.com/MiationOignity  |  twittot.com/GutdaStone 


-4  4 


r/&* 


heat9 
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Mis*iaa:Difaity  tanrat  143  rati  rod  pastors  sad 
tkoir  widows  ia  Mississippi 
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Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


rjpi  ICC  Southern  Baptists  have 

**^®“1^*  82,000  trained  volunteers 

com.  from  p.  1  and  chaplains  and  1,550  mo- 

.  bile  units  for  feeding,  chain- 

six  people  each,  trained  and  saw,  mud-out,  command, 
certified  in  chainsaw  work  and  communication,  childcare, 
debris  removal.  shower,  laundry,  water  puri- 

At  printing  deadline  for  fication,  repair/ rebuild,  and 
this  issue  of  The  Baptist  Re-  power  generation, 
cord,  Benton-Tippah  Asso-  Southern  Baptists  are  one 
ciation  had  committed  one  0f  the  three  largest  mobilizers 
team  to  the  St.  Louis  effort.  of  trained  disaster  relief  vol- 
The  Benton-Tippah  Assoaa-  unteers  in  ^  United  StJ,tes, 
hon  disaster  relief  unit  has  ,  ^  ,he  AmericM  Re<1 

jnrtc^^rfactoumpo^.'  CrJ  and  The  SaIvation  ^ 
eration  after  a  levee  on  a  eaten  (  n; j 
pond  in  DeSoto  County  failed  Didlake  said  financial  gifts 
and  flooded  about  20  homes,  are  being  accepted  for  the 
Didlake  said  multiple  disaster  relief  re- 

Southem  Baptist  Disaster  sponses  in  which  Mississippi 
Relief  volunteers  are  active  Baptists  are  involved.  In-kind 
in  seven  states  responding  to  donations  are  not  being  ac- 
damage  from  floods,  toraa-  cepted  at  this  time, 
does,  and  other  disasters  on  Checks  should  be  made 
the  eve  of  hurricane  season,  payable  to  MBCB  with  “Disas- 


CALVINISM 

com.  from  p.  1 


Calvinism  Advisory 
Committee 

David  S.  Dockary  (chair¬ 
man).  president  of  Union  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Jackson.  Trv. 

Danny  Aldn,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest.  N.C. 


cooperation  in  Great  Commis-  even  as  we  call  upon  pulpit 
sion  ministries.  and  staff  search  committees  to 

“We  deny  that  the  issues  be  fully  candid  and  forthcom- 
now  discussed  among  us  ing  about  their  congregation 
should  in  any  way  undermine  and  its  expectations, 
or  hamper  our  work  together  “We  must  do  all  within  our 
if  we  grant  one  another  lib-  power  to  avoid  the  develop- 
erty  ana  extend  to  one  another  ment  of  partisan  divisions 
charity  in  these  differences,  among  Southern  Baptists. 
Neither  those  insisting  that  The  committee  s  report 
Calvinism  should  dominate  calls  on  Southern  Baptists 
Southern  Baptist  identity  nor  to  discuss  the  subject  of  Cal- 
those  who  call  for  its  elimina-  vinism  charitably,  and  it  spe- 
tion  should  set  the  course  for  cifically  mentions  those  on 
our  life  together.”  *09®'  m^ia  .  ..  .. 

Southern  Baptists,  the  re-  “We  affirm  the  responsibil- 
port  says,  should  “not  only  ity  of  all  Southern  Baptists  to 
acknowledge  but  celebrate  the  guard  our  conversation  so  that 
distinctive  contributions  rasde  we  do  not  speak  untruthfully, 
by  the  multiple  streams  of  our  -  jiTesponsibly,  harshly,  or  un- 
Southem  Baptist  heritage."  landiy  to  or  about  any  other 
"These  streams  include  both  Southern  Baptist.  This  nega- 
Charleston  and  Sandy  Creek,  tivity  is  especially  prevalent 
the  Reformers  and  many  of  in  the  use  of  social  media,  and 
the  advocates  of  the  Radical  we  encourage  the  exercise  of 
Reformation,  confessional  much  greater  care  in  that  con- 
evangelicalism  and  passion-  text,”  the  report  says, 
ate  revivalism,”  it  says.  "These  “We  deny  that  the  main 
streams  and  their  tributaries  purpose  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
nourish  us  still.”  tist  Convention  is  theological 

Both  sides  of  the  theologi-  debate.  We  further  deny  that 
cal  divide,  the  report  says,  theological  discussion  can  be 


School  of  Theology  at  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Fort 
Woniy  (axes. 

Tom  Ascot,  pastor.  of  Grace 
Church.  Cape  Coral  Ft 


of  Capitol  H*  Church  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  D.C. 

Loo  Endet,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mmneeot»W» 
conain  Baptist  Convention  in 


dr/update.aspx#oktomadoes. 

Editor’s  note:  Baptist  Press 
contributed  to  this  article. 


Timothy  George,  dean  of 
the  Beaton  Divinity  School  at 
Samford  University  in  Birming- 


Southem  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  also  are  presently 
working  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  Missouri,  Texas, 
and  New  York  on  various 
disaster  responses. 

"The  depth  of  work  disas¬ 
ter  relief  volunteers  are  In¬ 
volved  in  now  is  astounding, 
and  they  continue  to  serve.” 
said  Fritz  Wilson,  executive 
director  for  disaster  relief  at 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga. 

NAMB  coordinates  and 
manages  Southern  Baptist 
responses  to  major  disasters 
through  partnerships  with 
42  state  Baptist  conventions, 
most  of  which  have  their  own 
state  disaster  relief  programs. 

Wilson  said  if  rain  and 
flood  predictions  hold,  there 
might  be  additional  needs  for 
response  in  Midwest  states 
like  Iowa. 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


of  Inglewood  Church  in  Grand 


Brotherhood  Mutual 


Call  today  for  a  free  quote  888.908.3662 
or  email  mike® brookamlnlstrylniurance.com 


pastor  of  First  Church  in  Wsat 
Palm  Beach.  R 
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Bd  Chooses  a  People  •  Genesis  12:1-7;  15:5-8, 13-17 

it  first  installment  of  God’s  story,  him.  Thus, 
id  how  God  revealed  Himself  as  personal  co 
,  giving  Him  a  status  of  preemi-  guiding  pre 
ver  all  creation,  including  people,  journeyed  t< 

>  noted  how  God  created  people  Along  wi 
jwship  and  worship.  Since  God  Lord  also  p 
what  is  best  for  His  creation.  He  place  his  ok 
alone  delineates  the  blessing  ("You  may  (12:2). The; 
eat  from  all  the  trees  of  the  garden  ”)  and  leaving  his  1 
delimits  the  curse  (“But  from  the  tree  of  God’s  blessi 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil  you  shall  not  blessed 
eat”).  When  people  violated  God’s  pro-  him.  Con- 
hibition,  they  jeopardized  His  blessings,  versely, 

[  broke  fellowship  with  Him,  and  were  anyone 
banned  from  the  garden.  who  cursed 

This  week’s  lesson  shows  God)s  creativ-  (from  He- 
ity  in  bringing  people  into  a  right  relation-  “rew  qa]3! 
ship  with  Him.  God  takes  the  initiative  to  T*0 
establish  a  relationship.  People  must  re-  ltghtly  ) 
spond  to  His  relational  overtures  in  faith  A  b  r  a  m 
and  obedience.  'TouW  f**1 

themselves 

A  Plan  of  Blessing  (Gen.  12:1  -3}  (from  ^‘ebr 

A  right  relationship  with  God  often 
begins  by  letting  go  of  some  things  in  our 
lives  we  hold  dear.  This  call  to  let  go  is  im-  ¥**![“?**“ 


his  turn  (12:4a).  The  passage  aids  with  a  no-  obeyed  God,  journeying  to  the  land  of  Ca- 
the  tice  that  Abram,  uprti  striving  in  die  land  naan  (12:4b).  Later,  Abram’s  aging  body 
he  of  Canaan,  and  upon  hearing  God  promise  and  Sarai’s  advanced  years  caused  him 
ind.  the  land  to  his  descendants,  built  an  altar  to  to  wonder  how  God  would  make  of  him 
“*be  LORD  *.vho  had  appeared  to  a  great  nation.  Abram  wondered  if  his 
re;  him  (127).  Immediately,  we  soould  glean  house  slave,  Eliezer  of  Damascus,  would 
on  &om  th~  passage  the  connection  between  be  his  heir  (15:2-3).  God  reassured  him; 
iby  obedience  and  genuine  worship.  You  can-  Abram  would  father  the  promised  child 
1  by  not  have  true  worship  without  first  exer-  (15^4).  Then  God  provided  a  special  iBus- 


Was  It  My  Fault?  •  Job  4:6-7;  6:2-3,  24;  8:4-8;  1 1:6b,  13-15;  13:4,  22-25 

When  Job’s  three  friends,  Eliphaz  Tlw  greater  part  of  thi  book  is  devoted  ing  on  to  his  integrity  when  it  is  obvious  Job  was  suffering 

(translated  God  Dispenses  Judgment),  to  the  debates  between  Job  and  his  three  that  he  U  guihy  of  great  sin  as  evidenced  have  been  an  atroci 

Bildad  (Son  of  Contention),  and  Zophar  friends  and,  later,  EKhu,  also.  They  were  by  his  intense  suffering  (4:8).  Beginning  the  consequence  of  i 
( Roi«h  or  Chirper),  heard  about  the  trou-  his  “comforters”  even  though  they  were  to-  is  5:8.  Eliphaz  urged  Job  to  turn  to  God,  In  daily  living,  1 
bles  that  Job  had  experienced,  they  agreed  tally  wrong  in  their  understanding  of  suf-  again  implying  that  Job  had  turned  away  accepted  explanatioi 
to  go  together  to  see  him  to  sympathize  feruig.  OfaD  who  knew  Job,  they  were  the  from  God.  To  Job,  this  is  the  most  prepos-  man  suffering  usual 
with  him  and  comfort  him.  As  they  saw  ones  who  came  to  see  him,  they  mourned  terous  thing  he  has  ever  heard.  God  ooes  of  false  judgmental 

him  off  in  the  distance,  they  were  not  pre-  with  hu;i  seven  days,  ind  they  confronted  not  kill  your  children  if  you  sin.  Where  is  A  moralist  and 

pared  for  what  they  saw.  Hardly  reoogniz-  him  to  his  God  in  all  frirnA  Znnhar  is  ruH 

mg  him,  they  we£  tore  their  JobesTand  fore.  —  -  this?  "" 

qwinlded  dust  on  their  heads  acknowiedg-  Eliphaz  In  seek  voire  nf 

ing their  grief.  In  sympathy  for  his  great  theTemanite  ingapplica-  jc 

suffering,  they  sat  on  the  ground  with  him  is  the  first  to  r  ■  ,  ...  ,  tion  in  our  h?  must  « 

for  seven  days  and  nights  without  a  word,  respond  to  EiplOre  tlte  Bible  ™ 

Finally,  Job  spoke  It  was  fitting  for  Job’s  lament  must  rec-  h®!™***"3*; Job  sat 

him  to  speak  first  to  express  his  reaction  He  speaks  jjtR'wilh  Marion  D.  Duncan  ognize  the  ntrt  ‘ 


God.  Eliphaz  considerately 
es  that  Job  nas  instructed  and 
many  others  who  were  hav- 
Using  this  commendation  as 
id,  he  negins  chiding  Job  and 


idea  and  games  for  children;  speaker. 

Laney  Haley,  speaker;  Brian  ►  Unity  Church.  MoaaMa: 
Creely,  music.  Homecoming,  June  9;  Sunday 

_ _ ►  Bowlin  Church.  Sallia  School,  9:30  amL;  worship,  10:30 

lunch  and  Community:  Homecoming,  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
,  and  activ-  June  9, 11  a.m.;  Dwayne  Cole,  grounds,  singing,  and  installs- 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Christ  Church,  Green 
wood:  28th  annual  homecom¬ 
ing,  June  9;  Sunday  School, 
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Just  for  the  Record 


NESHOBA  CHURCH.  UNION,  or-  FIRST  CHURCH.  CALHOUN  CITY,  recently  held  a 
dained  Matthew  Collins  to  the  minis-  child  dedication  service.  Shown  are  Megan  McCor- 
try.  Shown  are  pastor  (and  grandfa-  mick  with  son  Aiden  and  Jessica  Alderman  with  son 
ther)  Johnny  Collins  and  Collins.  Jack.  Mike  Smith,  pastor. 


The  children  of  BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  presented  a  musical  entitled  The  Ultimate 
Question,  under  the  direction  of  Courtney  Lanier. 

The  RAs  and 
leaders  of 


CHURCH. 


WOOD. 

attended 
theRA 
Camporee  at 
Central  Hills 


FIRST  CHURCH.  PICAYUNE. 

will  honor  organist  Betty  Polk  for 
50  years  of  service  to  the  church 
June  9.  County-wide  hymn  fes¬ 
tival,  4  p.m.,  featuring  music 
from  composer  Beniamin  Harlan. 
Patrick  Scott,  one  of  her  former 
students,  guest  organist.  Addition¬ 
al  instrumentalists  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi 
will  join  the  Hymn  Festival  Choir. 
Festival  followed  by  a  reception. 


Need  a  light? 

Jesus  said.  "I  am  llu'  liylil  id  I  In  w  mill . 
\\  lino  it  follows  mi’  will  not  walk 
in  darkiiiss  hm  will  liuvc  till' 

li"ht  ol  lili"  (John  S:  1 2 1 

~Sini|»l>  share  the  following  praiir 
with  liml  in  \oiir  own  words: 

1.  l  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  wilt. 
1 1  have  sinned. I 

2.  1  want  Inryiv i  ness  lor  mi  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  1 1  re|ienl.i 
3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
I  from  tin  itrase  to  forgive  niv  sins 
and  to  restore  mv  relationship 
with  von.  Il  believe  in  Jesus. I 
4.  lit  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  on  lili  .  l-'rom  this  time  on. 
I  waul  to  live  in  a  Iniint:  relationship 
with  I ti in .  1 1  reeeise  (  hrisl  as 
mv  Sav  ior  and  I  ord.l 


lint  as  mam  as  rei  eiieil  him.  to  tin  hi  In  i 
the  ri|*lit  to  heroine  eliihlren  ol  t.od.rienlo 
those  w  ho  belie  v  e  in  his  name'  I  John  1 :  1 2 1 
If  von  make  a  decision  for  t  lirisi  toilav.  eontael  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  foil  spiritual  uuidanei 


NEW  POLICY  fOR 
PHOTO  SUBRUSSldNS 

Effective  with  foi  July  11, 
2013  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record,  ell  photographs 
submitted  for  pubticstion 
in  the  newspaper  must 
be  sent  via  e-mail  as  a 
[peg  attachment  (.jpg). 
Because  of  the  cost  and 
inconvenience  of  submit¬ 
ting  a  printed  photograph 
(which  involves  taking  a 
digital  photograph,  having 
it  processed  and  printed, 
and  the  cost  of  postage 
involved  in  mailing),  we 
are  making  this  change  to 
heio  both  the  sender  and 
The  Baptist  Record  to  be 
good  stewards.  Photos 
can  be  submitted  to  The 
Baptist  Record  via  e-mail  at 
no  cost,  as  opposed  to  the 
costs  noted  above  Thank 
you  for  your  understand¬ 
ing  and  cooperation. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pubdsh 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  piece  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Misattsiprti  Baptist  Contention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten, 
(b)  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  tt-mch  paper. 
or(c)  needy  printed  on  standardized  forms 
prtwtdsd  by  the  newspaper.  Ad  articles  must 
be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  w«  be  ac¬ 
cepted  oar  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  slectionicady  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained  in 
the  message  segment  of  an  emsd  form  Due 
to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  taet  attach¬ 
ments  wB  be  accepted.  Photograph  attach- 


not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  be  used 
d  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either  email. 
CD  or  CM).  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp, 
and  wen  lighted  Cel  phone  photographs 
and  other  low  resolution  items  are  ganar- 
■dy  not  pubSahabie.  Photographs  can  not  be 
returned.  Plates  do  not  attach  photos  with 
tape  or  staples. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
w4to.  what.  vMtan.  whore  details  of  die  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
ad  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  Pho¬ 
tographs  must  depict  people  No  landscape-, 
building-,  or  object-only  photographs  wid  be 
pnnted  News  j^ms  and/or  photographs  can 
be  pubkshed  one  time  only.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
actMbes  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wdl  not  be  published.  Deedtne  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pubica- 
bon  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date  sensitive  wid  be 
published  on  a  apece-avadable  bears 
Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39206Q630^AX  ( B01 )  292-3330  Emad: 


I 


